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The Pronunciation of Intervocalic Alveolar Stops

in American English: Theory and Teaching
Cao Xue Xin

Abstract:

As one of its notable characteristics, General American English turns intervocalic /t/ and /d/ into a rapid
flap of the tongue tip against the alveolar ridge, a neutralization process that has been known as Flapping.
With a detailed phonetic description of the pronunciation. the paper ventures into a classic generative
analysis. As a post-lexical rule, Flapping is phonologically-conditioned phenomenon. and 1§ consequently
found across sentential and phrasal boundaries, as well as within morphologically simple and complex
words. Formalized in generative tradition, the neutralization rule is presented as the assimilation of sonority
of the flanking vowels into the stop. A brief review of interaction between lexical and post-lexical rules is
covered with special reference to Flapping. The paper concludes with questions on how to define prosodic

domains of the Flapping rule. an exercise intriguing to classroom teaching as well as linguistic theonzing.

Key Words: phonology. flapping, neutralization






