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MPI as the Cradle for Chinese - Portuguese Translators
— The Ups and Downs of Our Century-Long

Translation Programme

Li Changsen

Abstract: Since the 22" of July, 1905, the day on which the king of Portugal issued the Royal
Order for establishing a vocational school in Reparti¢do do Expediente Sinico, Macao has had a history
of one hundred years in training Chinese-Portuguese translators, That vocational school, which was
famous for training renowned Chinese-Portuguese translation experts such as Luis Gonzaga Gomes,
was the predecessor of the School of Languages and Translation of Macao Polytechnic Institute. Through
studying the century-long development of Chinese-Portuguese translation programmes in Macao public
institutes, this paper discusses the importance of translation training in a multi-lingual society like Macao.
Moreover, with Macao entering into a new phase. the paper highlights the necessity for Macao Polytechnic
Institute to continue strengthening and upgrading the teaching quality in its Chinese-Portuguese translation
programme. The study of the academic system and the curriculum a century ago can still enlighten us

with regard to our current programmes.

Key Words: Macao, Education, Translation





