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Power Embedded in Discursive Structures
Yan Xiaoping

Abstract:

Based on real life data, this paper studies the relation between discursive structures and dis-
course power in a ‘therapeutic’ Chinese TV talk show in the light of conversation analysis.
Through a micro analysis of turn-taking allocation and the recurrent patterns of adjacency pairs,
as well as institutional and discourse roles of the participants in the therapeutic conversational
encounters, the paper points out that the system of speech exchanges in the talk-show therapy,
unlike that in the everyday conversation, has its own peculiar discourse features. Participants
have a set of routine restrictions and allowable contributions which are assigned to them re-
spectively in the conversational encounters. The researcher poses the suggestion that power
in conversation can not only be implemented through institutional roles but also embedded in
certain discursive structures.

Key Words:
Power, Conversation analysis, Institutional talk



