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Then the Great Master remained silent, concentrated in mind and tranquil in spirit. After a
long while he said: Good and learned friends, Listen quietly. My deeply loving father was orig-
inally a native of Fan- yang. After his demotion from office, he was banished to Ling- nan and
became a citizen of Hsin- chou. My father passed away and when I was young. My aged moth-
er and I, an orphan, Moved to Nan- hai--- 2
The Master stopped speaking and quieted his own mind. Then after a good while he said:

“Good friends, listen quietly. My father was originally an official at Fan- yang He was [ later ]
dismissed from his post and banished as a commoner to Hsin- chou in Ling- nan. While I was

still a child, my father died and my old mother and I, a solitary child, moved to Nan- hai---” s
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The Fifth Patriarch waited till midnight, called me to come to the hall, and expounded the
Diamond Scripture . As soon as I heard this, I understood. That night the Law was imparted to
me without anyone knowing it. @
At midnight the Fifth Patriarch called me into the hall and expounded the Diamond Sutra
to me . Hearing it but once, I was immediately awakened, and that night I received the Dharma.
None of the others knew anything about it---
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Although people from the south and people from the north differ, there is no north and
south in Buddha nature. Although my barbarian’s body and your body are not the same, what
difference is there in our Buddha nature? ®
People come from the north or south, not their Buddha nature. The lives of this jungle rat
and the Master’s aren’t the same, but how can our Buddha nature differ? ®
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If you cling to emptiness then you will only be increasing your ignorance. If you cling to
form, you will only increase your false views.®
If you become attached to emptiness, you will only increase your ignorance. And if you
become attached to appearances, you will only increase your delusions. »
To be attached to Emptiness merely means to increase ignorance. To be attached to char-
acters merely means to increase perverse views. *
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